Minstrel 217		September 1999








Willem Moene has moved to Dijkhuizen 4, 1112 SB Diemen, The Netherlands.  As a result the following games have unfortunately been held over … 1830Q9, 1856I10 & 1830R10.  Next time for sure.





All other games were adjudicated and posted to http://pages.eidosnet.co.uk/~18xx/ over the deadline weekend and thanks to those that reviewed and spotted the mercifully few quirks of those adjudications.  However and furthermore, it’s taken me another week to get this printed version into such shape as it has - but there will still be over three weeks to the deadline when you get this so okay.  The web site remains functional rather than whizzy but it does the job.  What I do need to add is an update log - it’s not at all obvious when a given adjudication is amended.





There was little comment on presentation of share dealing rounds and what there was (thank you) was split in opinion.  I have managed to automate it for this time - so best to check it carefully, not that there was much dealing to report.





Waterstone’s have opened what is billed as “the largest book store in Europe, and possibly the world” in the old Simpsons building in Piccadilly (east of Fortnum & Mason).  It’s a good shop with the modern accoutrements of lounge bar, juice bar, coffee shop, restaurant, Internet access and also - surprisingly - an excellent selection of “German” board games on the third floor by the Games books (oh yes, it also has a extensive book stock).  It’s the only really central London games outlet I can bring to mind.





‘Tis the season of CastleCon, TringCon, Essen & MidCon.  No doubt at least three of you were at CastleCon and I was at TringCon earlier today.  I won’t be at Essen but will probably be at MidCon.  





I played Ursuppe (“Primeval Soup”?) for the first time at TringCon though I gather it’s been out for a couple of years.  I liked the open ended feel with the possibility for different interactions making for “a different game every time” - no one golden route to success.  It was crowded with 5 players but could take 6 and will be different again with less.  Whether it will realise the potential described will only be known after more games.  Francis Tresham won’t be going to Essen as planned - because Hartland has nothing new to show.  Where are all those games that were in development?  I was only an occasional playtester but I can remember games from ten years ago that seemed well on the way to being ready then - well, seemed ready to me and there’s the difference.  It’s his company and skill and Francis decides when something’s ready.  He doesn’t need the money now but that was never the determinant.  Most missed at Essen will be 1825 Unit 2 which was hoped for by many for last year let alone this.





Brother Keith’s web site has both content and presentation.  It supports his postal zine For Whom The Die Rolls - which includes many 18xx games - and he’s now running games (Acquire, Euphrat & Tigris, Ra & Durch die Wüste) by email using individual turn orders at a time (strange to not have to provide conditional orders ) with results reported through his site.  He’s recently added a Sound Bytes quiz - ten musical snippets to try and recognise with answers due by the end of October.  Right now I think I only know two of them  with the possibility of only getting two more so only half needed to do better.  Find the way to all of this through http://freespace.virgin.net/keith.thomasson/fwtdr/.  And see after 1856A11 …





One of my standard space fillers is stuff from the 18xx UK Postal Archive, so I’ve kept up the tradition and put some extract information after the 1835T10 report to use up that space.  I’ve referred to it here to also use up space on this page.





Gamestart Call: Time to call for a new game and I think it shall be 1830.  Priority in the order of the waiting list below except that Peter Cohen (as a new recruit) jumps to the front.  If all the others ahead take up the offer to play then the “usurped” Keith gets a start next time he wants one come what may.  So would those on the 1830 list let me know if they want to join the game starting next time.  





Gamestart - Railway Rivals:  I’ll say this one is also a go for next time.  Right now - please let me know f you need a map and whether you prefer “everybody starts at Paris” or “everybody starts elsewhere”.  If you haven’t got a map then let me know and I’ll get one to you - hopefully in time for you to contribute to the start option vote in time for us to start next time.








Waiting	1829S	+4	Mike R


	1829N	+1	Keith L, Alan H, Tony B, Simon R


	1830	Full+	Don S, John W, Willem, Alan H, Mike R <> Keith L, Peter C


	1835	+3	Keith L, Peter C


	1856	Full+	John S, Don S, Keith L, Willem, Mike R <> Peter H, Martin B, Graham L


	RR France	Mike R, Simon R, David R, John W, Peter H, Tony O





Deadline				Rob Thomasson


Friday, 22 October 1999		593 Uxbridge Road, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 4SN


�
1856U9 / 16	OR14





The CPR did indeed retain in OR13 to buy a diesel - cash and credit adjusted.  This time we only have OR14.  SR8 orders on file from all but Don but we really should go for more than that next time - so please order for OR15 as well.  I’ll stop after SR8 if any company changes its president but not if the THB and/or WGB is floated - we can cope with those eventualities surely … I thank you.





Operating Round 14


	Dir	Lay	[Rep]	Base	Run	Pay	Quote	Credit	Trains	Notes





CGR	JW	58:J9:4			930	Y	225A	43	D 5 5	


CPR	DS	125:L13:2	[14]		570	Y	90D	49	D	


TGB	JS	15:M10:6	[2]		310	Y	75F	282	6	


CV	MB	9:H13:2			850	Y	75F	142	D 5	





Tiles	1/1	2/1	3/3	4/2	5/2	6/1	7/6	8/8	9/2	14/4	15/-	16/1	17/1	18/1	19/1


	20/-	23/2	24/4	25/1	26/1	27/1	28/1	29/1	39/1	40/1	41/3	42/3	43/2	44/1	45/2


	46/2	47/2	55/-	56/-	57/1	58/2	59/1	63/1	64/1	65/1	66/1	67/-	68/1	69/1	70/1


	120/1	121/2	122/1	123/1	124/-	125/1	126/-	127/1


Trains	6/1($700)	D/6($1,100)





Cash Flow	Start	OR14	End	Value	%	Certs	Max 10





David Roffey	611	0	611	611	4.6	0.0


Don Smith	1,054	683	1,737	3,777	28.7	10.0


John Shelley	758	589	1,347	2,592	19.7	10.0


John Webley	710	442	1,152	2,877	21.9	5.5


Martin Butcher	737	831	1,568	3,308	25.1	9.5





Portfolios	CPR	CV	TGB	THB	WGB	CGR





David Roffey	-	-	-	-	-	-


Don Smith *	6P	-	2	-	-	6


John Shelley	3	2	5P	-	-	2


John Webley	-	1	1	-	-	7P


Martin Butcher	1	6P	1	-	-	5





Bank New	-	-	-	10P	10P	-


Par	90	100	75			100


Bank Pool	-	1	1	-	-	-


Quote	90D	75F	75F	 	 	225A


Credit	$49	$142	$282			$43





1856U9 : Standard Game : Phase 6 : Bank - $5,069	Next time - SR8 & OR15








1856V9 / 16	OR11





The OR9 & OR10 LPS runs didn’t take the St. Clair Tunnel in to account - cash and credit adjusted.  The GW wanted to lay on J13 but had not route there.  The BBG powered through a 6 and into a diesel causing the CGR to be formed.  The CGR ended the round with a 5 train, $176 credit & quoted at $110.





Operating Round 11


	Dir	Lay	[Rep]	Base	Run	Pay	Quote	Credit	Trains	Notes





LPS	[PJ]	126:F15:1	[121]	J15	350	Y	150D	0	(4 3)	A 


CPR	[KL]	125:P9:3	[14]		150	N	100E	0	(3) [+4]	B C 


GT	[NW]	15:K8:5	[57]	K8	270	Y	110E	0	(3 3)	D 


GW	[TO]	23:D15:6	[9]		120	Y	90F	0	(5)	E 


BBG	TO	63:J15:1	[15]		170	Y	100A	0	+D +6 (4)	B F G H I J 


TGB	KL	124:N11:5	[122]		240	Y	90B	443	5	


THB	KL	8:M6:3	[58]		290	Y	75F	2	5	





Notes	A	$40 to the bank for a garrison	F	$700 to the bank for a 6 train


	B	Government Loan secured	G	Train purchase starts phase 5


	C	$410 to the TGB for a 4 train	H	$750+4 train to the bank for a diesel


	D	$100 to the bank for a garrison	I	Train purchase starts phase 6


	E	Run reduced $60 to pay loan interest	J	$20 from Tony Osborne to redeem loans





�
1856V9 / 16	OR11





Tiles	1/1	2/1	3/3	4/2	5/2	6/1	7/5	8/7	9/4	14/1	15/2	16/1	17/1	18/1	19/1


	20/1	23/3	24/4	25/1	26/1	27/1	28/1	29/1	39/1	40/1	41/3	42/3	43/2	44/1	45/2


	46/2	47/2	55/1	56/-	57/2	58/2	59/2	63/3	64/-	65/1	66/1	67/1	68/1	69/1	70/1


	120/1	121/2	122/1	123/1	124/-	125/2	126/-	127/-


Trains	6/1($700)	D/8($1,100)





Cash Flow	Start	OR11	End	Value	%	Certs	Max 10





Neil Walters	257	174	431	871	14.5	2.0


Willem Moene	107	87	194	529	8.8	3.5


Tony Osborne	132	142	274	1,314	21.8	7.0


Keith Loveys	346	265	611	1,766	29.3	9.5


Peter Jenkins	760	237	997	1,547	25.7	2.5





Portfolios	BBG	TGB	THB	WR	WGB	CGR





Neil Walters	-	-	-	-	-	4


Willem Moene	-	-	3	-	-	1


Tony Osborne	6P	-	-	-	-	4


Keith Loveys	-	5P	5P	-	-	3


Peter Jenkins *	-	-	-	-	-	5P





Bank New	4	4	2	10P	10P	1


Par	100	100	80			110


Bank Pool	-	1	-	-	-	2


Quote	100A	90B	75F	 	 	110A


Credit	$0	$443	$2			$176





The OR12 operating order is - CGR, BBG, TGB, THB.





1856V9 : Standard Game : Phase 6 : Bank - $8,872	Next time - OR12 & SR9








1829B10 / 11	OR12 





The LSWR token moved from E10 last time and not C10 as reported and Tim’s dividends were shown as £124 rather than the correct £204 (cash was correct).  There was a correction to the SDR8 report as shown in Minstrel 215 which affected David’s and Alan’s holdings but I can’t see where I told you in print (I remember that there were various emails).  But that share holding change explains all your queries Alan - my apologies for the confusion and/or lack of information.





This time we run out of 3 tiles - 26 tiles were already all used up - and lurch into the 5 trains.  No SDR orders from David and a request to stop before the SDR anyway if trains were “juggled”.  Given that David is probably at CastleCon anyway right now it all points to doing SDR9 next time.  Orders on file from all but David will be used if not replaced.





Operating Round 12


	Dir	Lay	[Rep]	Token	Run	Pay	Quote	Credit	Trains	Notes





LNWR	TG			K8 - K9 !	200	N	160	900	(2 2 2) +3	A 


GWR	MR	3:E8:3		E8 - D8	80	Y	112	0	3	


Mid	DS			L7 - J6	160	Y	160	90	4 3	


LSWR	DS			K7 - K9 !	170	Y	76	100	4 3	


GNR	JE			K9 - K8 !	100	Y	100	200	(4 4) +5	B C 


LBSC	MR	35:C8:1	[10]	E9 - E6	100	Y	90	40	4	


GER	JE	45:M9:3	[19]	F10 - G9	80	Y	71	0	3 +4 +4	D D 


GCR	JE	42:I7:5	[26]	K8 - G10 !			47	0		


L+YR	TG	34:L5:5		K7 - M6	120	Y	64	190	3 +5	E B 


SECR	TG	38:M5:1	[12]	G10 - K8 !			56	50		





Notes	A	£10 to the SECR for a 3 train	D	£10 to the GNR for a 4 train


	B	£550 to the bank for a 5 train	E	Tile lay closes the L+M


	C	Train purchase starts phase 3





Tiles	1/2	2/2	3/-	4/6	5/3	6/4	7/3	8/8	9/10	10/1	12/1	13/2	14/-	15/1	16/1


	17/-	18/1	19/2	20/1	21/1	22/1	23/1	24/3	25/1	26/1	27/2	28/-	29/1	30/1	31/1


	32/1	33/1	34/-	35/-	36/1	37/1	38/5	39/1	40/1	41/2	42/1	43/1	44/1	45/-	46/1


	47/2


Trains	5/3(£550)	then	7/4(£720)


�
1829B10 / 11	OR12 





Cash Flow	Start	OR12	End	Value	%	Certs	Max 17





Jeff Edmunds	197	150	347	1,962	20.5	16/16


Tim Goldstone	255	114	369	1,823	19.0	15/15


David Smith	247	198	445	1,919	20.0	12/12


Mike Ruffhead	94	149	243	1,749	18.3	12/12


Alan Harvey	288	169	457	2,128	22.2	17/17





Portfolios	Privates	LNWR	GWR	Mid	LSWR	GNR	LBSC	GER	GCR	L+YR	SECR





Jeff Edmunds *	-	1	-	1	2	6D	-	5D	4D	-	-


Tim Goldstone	 C+HP	3D	-	-	2	1	-	-	1	5D	5D


David Smith	-	-	-	5D	4D	1	-	2	-	2	-


Mike Ruffhead	-	-	5D	2	1	1	5D	-	-	-	-


Alan Harvey	-	2	-	2	1	1	5	3	-	3	-





Bank New	 Hull...	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	1


Bank Pool	-	4	5	-	-	-	-	-	5	-	4





1829B10 : South Game, PC Rule : Phase 3 : Bank - £18,139	Next time - SDR9








1830G10 / 8	OR5





Straight through the 4 trains and poised for the 5 trains … if a 5 train is bought during OR6 then we’ll stop after OR6 otherwise I think we can move smoothly into SR5.





OR5	Dir	Lay	[Rep]	Base	Run	Pay	Quote	Credit	Trains	Notes





NYNH	PJ	56:F20:1					82B	300	+3 +4	C D E F G 


Erie	MR	9:D12:6		D14	60	Y	82D	432	3 +4	H D 


B+O	KL	9:I17:6			190	Y	70G	280	3 3	I 


C+O	SR	8:F18:4			90	N	67G	49	(3) +4	A D 


NYC	PH	57:E19:1					63G	370	+4	D K


PRR	SR	23:H14:3	[8]				30K	1	+3	B J 





Notes	A	$15 from the D+H Private	F	$80 to Peter J for the CStL


	B	$25 from the C+A Private	G	$40 to Peter J for the SVR


	C	$180 to the bank for a 3 train	H	$40 to the bank for a garrison


	D	$300 to the bank for a 4 train	I	$80 to bank for a river


	E	Train purchase starts phase 3	J	$24 to the C+O for a 3 train


			K	Peter swapped the M&H for a new NYC





Tiles	1/1	2/1	3/2	4/2	7/4	8/5	9/5	14/2	15/1	16/1	18/1	19/1	20/1	23/2	24/3


	25/1	26/1	27/1	28/1	29/1	53/1	54/1	55/1	56/-	57/2	58/2	59/1	69/-


Trains	5/3($450)	then	6/2($630)	D/6($1,100)





Cash Flow	Start	OR5	End	Value	%	Certs	Max 13





Peter Jenkins	48	135	183	675	20.1	5/5


Simon Robertson	22	38	60	722	21.5	7/10


Keith Loveys	78	114	192	642	19.1	5/6


Peter Hawkins	43	20	63	501	14.9	5/7


Mike Ruffhead	65	49	114	825	24.5	7/7





Portfolios	Privates	PRR	NYC	CPR	B+O	C+O	Erie	NYNH	B+M





Peter Jenkins	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	6P	-


Simon Robertson	-	4P	-	-	2	6P	-	-	-


Keith Loveys	-	1	-	-	6P	-	-	-	-


Peter Hawkins	-	2	6P	-	-	-	-	-	-


Mike Ruffhead *	-	-	-	2P	1	1	5P	-	-





Bank New	-	-	3	8	1	2	4	4	10P


Par		67	67	82	100	67	82	90	


Bank Pool	-	3	1	-	-	1	1	-	-


Quote		30K	63G	82C	70G	67G	82D	82B	 





The OR6 operating order is - Erie, NYNH, B+O, C+O, NYC, PRR.





1830G10 : Standard Game : Phase 3 : Bank - $9,956	Next time - OR6 & SR5


�
1835T10 / 4	SR4 & OR4





The SxE is duly floated and track laying cools as we wait for the green tiles …





Share Round 4	* share from the pool





Peter Jenkins�
Keith Loveys�
Don Smith�
John Webley�
John Shelley�
�



+SxE/10(88)�
~�
+SxE/10(88)�
+SxE/10(88)�
-ByE/20(216),+SxE/10(88)�
�
~�
+ByE/10*(100)�
~�
~�
+SxE/10(88),+SxE/10(88)�
�



Operating Round 4


	Dir	Lay(s)	[Rep]		Base	Run	Pay	Quote	Credit	Trains	Notes





B-M	PJ	4:K3:1				40	Y		60	2	


B-P	JW					70	Y		110	2	


Mag	JS	7:D10:3				60	Y		70	2	


K-M	DS	9:F8:3				30	Y		5	2 +2+2	A 


B-S	KL					50	Y		75	2	


A-K	KL	4:B14:6				60	Y		90	2	


ByE	KL					170	Y	110C	437	2+2 2 2 2	


SxE	JS	5:H16:4		69:I17:2				84D	584	+2+2	A B 





Notes	A	120M to the bank for a 2+2 train	B	Train purchase closes the L-D private





Tiles	1/-	2/1	3/1	4/1	5/-	6/1	7/7	8/9	9/6	55/1	56/1	57/2	58/1	69/2	201/2


	202/-


Trains	2+2/1(120M)	then	3/4(180M)	3+3/3(270M)	4/3(360M)	4+4/1(440M)	5/2(500M)	5+5/1(600M)	6/2(600M)	6+6/4(720M)





Cash Flow	Start	SR4	OR4	End	Value	%	Certs	Max





Don Smith	140	-88	57	109	593	16.5	4	12


John Webley	134	-88	84	130	824	23.0	6	12


John Shelley	80	-48	50	82	582	16.2	5	12


Peter Jenkins	127	-88	99	138	832	23.2	6	12


Keith Loveys	135	-100	123	158	758	21.1	5	12





Portfolios	Privates/Minors	PrE	ByE	SxE	BaE	WtE	HeE	MsE	OlE





Don Smith	 Bra / K-M	-	10/1	10/1	-	-	-	-	-


John Webley	 N-F, Ost / B-P	-	20/2	10/1	-	-	-	-	-


John Shelley	Mag	-	-	50/4	-	-	-	-	-


Peter Jenkins *	 Pfa, Han / B-M	-	20/2	10/1	-	-	-	-	-


Keith Loveys	B-S, A-K	-	40/3	-	-	-	-	-	-





Bank New	-	40/4	-	20/2	100/8	100/8	100/8	100/7	100/7


Bank Pool	-	-	10/1	-	-	-	-	-	-


Quote		 	110C	84D	 	 	 	 	 


Credit			437M	584M					





1835T10 : Thompson Game : Phase 1 : Bank - 9,952M	Next time - SR5








The 18xx UK Postal Archive knows of 292 game starts and the results of 218 games.  I need to review the games outstanding to update the Abandoned total - which will probably end up nearer 30 than 20.  Steve Thomas is  the only player to have won all his games and also completed more than one game.  His game total is currently 2 but 1830Q9 could well make it 3 out of 3.  Dave Erridge won 3 out of his 4 games and doesn’t play these days so his rating of 6.5 will persist and currently makes him 5th in the rankings and he serves as a yardstick (as it were).  Tony Osborne (rating of 7.1) still leads with 8 wins out of 9 finishes.  Jeff Edmunds (6.75) is 2nd with 10 wins out of 15 finishes.  The results of 1856V9 and 1829B10 could change their order - 1829B10 is hard to call between 4 of the players.  Keith Loveys (6.11) has the most wins with a 23 out of 84 record, and I (6.57) have 22 out of 55.  Mike Ruffhead (6.6) has pushed past me into 3rd  place based on 15 wins out of 34 finsihes.  As I usually say - all of the currently active top fifteen rated players apart from myself play in Minstrel (as above plus David Smith & Neil Walters (6.46), Graham Lee (6.45), Tim Goldstone (6.26), Tony Bromley (6.03), Martin Butcher (5.82) and Peter Hawkins (5.75)), so any “in touch” finish in a Minstrel game is a credit to the player.








�
1829X10 / 3	OR2 & SDR3





The remaining GWR shares do not tempt those with money … or those with LNWR shares to sell for that matter.  I think we’ll still stick with the one OR and one SDR next time just to be on the safe side …





Operating Round 2


	Dir	Lay	[Rep]	Token	Run	Pay	Quote	Credit	Trains	Notes





LNWR	JS	9:K5:1		K5 - K6	50	Y	100	780	2	A 


GWR	DS	8:D6:4		D6 - C7			76	540	2 2	





Notes	A	£40 to bank for a river





Tiles	1/2	2/2	3/2	4/6	5/4	6/4	7/4	8/7	9/9


Trains	2/4(£180)	then	3/6(£300)	4/5(£430)	5/5(£550)	7/4(£720)





Share Dealing Round 3	No actions.





Cash Flow	Start	OR2	SDR3	End	Value	%	Certs	Max 17





John Shelley	89	20	0	109	515	20.1	4/4


Andy Muir	59	20	0	79	506	19.8	5/5


Don Smith	189	25	0	214	544	21.3	3/3


Simon Robertson	34	25	0	59	521	20.4	4/4


David Smith	34	10	0	44	472	18.5	4/4





Portfolios	Privates	LNWR	GWR	Mid	LSWR	GNR	LBSC	GER	GCR	L+YR	SECR





John Shelley	 S+M	3D	1	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


Andy Muir	 C+HP	2	2	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


Don Smith *	 C+W	2	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


Simon Robertson	 L+M	1	2	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-


David Smith	-	2	3D	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-





Bank New	 Hull...	-	2	10D	10D	10D	10D	10D	10D	10D	10D


Bank Pool	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-	-





1829X10 : South Game, MSK1, PC Rule : Phase 1 : Bank - £19,495	Next - OR3 & SDR4








1856A11 / 1	SR1 (Privates)





See below for the dealing details … the last line is the cash left for the rest of SR1 next time …





Stock Round 1 (Privates) 





Tony Bromley�
Alan Harvey�
John Webley�
Steve Thomas�
Graham Lee�
�



~�
+FT(20)�
+WSR(40)�
Bid on GLSC(75)


Note (�
+TCC(50)


Steve +GLSC(75)�
�
+NFSBC(100)�
+SCFTC(100)�
<loco>�
�
�
�



200 cash left�
180 cash left�
260 cash left�
225 cash left�
250 cash left�
�



Okay … John has the first chance to deal for the completion of SR1, and he has the most cash just ahead of Graham.  Exactly enough for four shares at $65 if that is his predilection. 





1856A11 : Standard Game : Phase 1 : Bank - $10,885	Next time - SR1 (Completion)








The 1999 Amateur PBM Zine Poll (inc 27th Diplomacy Zine Poll).  I’ve never mentioned this poll in the past but I do appreciate that some of you vote for Minstrel every year.  My thanks.  Last year the Amateur PBM Poll was won by Keith with For Whom The Die Rolls.  He’s fancied again this year (I mean, and you know it, that it’s his zine that is fancied) so please feel free to vote him second on the enclosed form with Minstrel in first place.  Many of you see few or no other zines so that’ll keep my score down but I do wonder why I mention the poll this year when never before?  A latent desire or need for recognition?  A suitably sized white space?  But who really knows himself as others perceive .. (cont p94)














